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Mission 
 

The Study Abroad Office at Towson University is dedicated to providing all Towson students with high 
quality international academic opportunities that allow them to develop knowledge and skills needed to 
become productive and successful members of the global community.  Playing a central role in the 
internationalization of the undergraduate experience at the University, Towson Study Abroad encourages 
all students to study abroad at least once during their tenure at Towson and provides the necessary 
evaluative, advising, and support services to make that experience possible.  The Office identifies quality 
programs abroad which provide students of all levels and disciplines with intellectual challenges as well as 
opportunities for personal growth.  It works with TU faculty, departments and colleges to develop new and 
innovative study abroad programs, and to integrate the study abroad experience into the TU curriculum.   
 
The Study Abroad Office is actively pursuing the following action items as outlined in TU 2010 in support of 
¢ƻǿǎƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΥ  
 

A. Engage students in off-campus educational experiences 
 

B. Support initiatives that promote diversity 
 

C. Establish new partnerships 
 

D. Enhance development opportunities for faculty 
 

E. Develop the University Honors College to serve our most academically talented students 
 

F. Assess and continually improve the quality of services to students, faculty and staff throughout the 
University 
 

 

A. Engage students in off-campus educational experiences 
 

In 2008-2009 the Study Abroad Office enabled a total of 507 undergraduate and graduate students from 
Towson University and other colleges and universities to gain off-campus academic experiences through 
study outside the United States.  Non-Towson student participants came from 27 different colleges and 
universities across 11 states and Canada, including Johns Hopkins University, Morgan State University, 
Indiana University, Dickinson College, Boston University, and the University of Arizona.  Of the 507 students 
participating in TU Study Abroad 96% were undergraduate students.  A total of 95% of TU students 
studying abroad were at the undergraduate level. 
 
¢ƻǿǎƻƴΩǎ ƻverall study abroad numbers have dropped slightly in the past two years, in large part due to the 
state of the economy.  This trend is similar to the experience of other U.S. colleges and universities.  
However, we are experiencing an increase in the number of students electing to participate in TU 
administered study abroad programs.  On the whole participation in study abroad by Towson students has 
increased 125% since the 2000-2001 academic year.  In addition, the number of non-TU students 
participating in Towson University administered study abroad programs has increased 143% during that 
time. 
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This past year the Study Abroad Office has focused on identifying experiential learning program options 
abroad, including featuring international service-learning and internship programs on our website.  
Students who wish to incorporate a work experience for credit as part or all of their studies abroad will find 
a variety of program options to choose from.  TU Study Abroad staff also participated in the TU Spring 
Service Fair in February 2009, highlighting service-oriented study abroad programs for academic credit. 
 
The majority of all students (TU and non-TU) going through TU Study Abroad in 2008-2009 participated 
during the spring semester, whereby Towson students tended to concentrate on shorter-term programs 
during the summer and minimester terms (61% of all TU students going abroad in 2008-2009).  This figure 
is similar in scope to national trends that indicate over 55% of students studied abroad for durations of less 
than 8 weeks in length in 2006-20071 (the most recent academic year for which national data is available), 
most of which took place during the summer months. 
 

 

                                                 
1
 Open Doors 2008: Report on International Educational Exchange. New York: Institute of International Education. 
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The shorter-term programs in which TU students participate are largely made up of TU faculty-led 
programs ς approximately 45% of all Towson students going abroad in 2008-2009 elected to go on 
programs designed and led by Towson faculty.  Furthermore a full 68% of Towson students chose to 
participate in Towson organized study abroad programs this past year, a number which TU Study Abroad 
hopes to increase in the coming years. 
 
 

34%

42%

24%

Total Study Abroad Participation by Program Type 2008-2009

TU programs

TU Faculty-led programs

Non-TU programs
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The majority of Towson students studying abroad represent the College of Liberal Arts and the College of 
Fine Arts and Communication.  National data indicates similar trends, as students in the sciences and in 
education tend to study abroad in fewer numbers.  The TU Study Abroad Office actively solicits short-term 
faculty-led program proposals from departments across the university and especially from disciplines 
underrepresented in study abroad such as mathematics, education, and health sciences. 
 
 

 
 
StudentǎΩ choice of program destinations through TU Study Abroad reflects national trends, as 67% of all 
students going through TU Study Abroad and 62% of TU students chose to study abroad in Western 
Europe, Australia or New Zealand in 2008-2009 (nationwide this figure was 63.1% in 2006-2007).  
Conversely, the regions of Africa, Asia, and Latin America are underrepresented in study abroad 
destinations (respectively these areas hosted 4.2%, 10.3%, and 15% of U.S. study abroad students in 2006-
2007). 
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Over the past several years the TU Study Abroad Office has focused efforts on increasing study abroad 
participation in key underrepresented areas.  The data shows that our student participation rates are 
higher than the national average in regions where Towson has its own programs or strong inter-
institutional agreements, such as in Latin America.  /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢¦Ωǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
abroad in underrepresented destinations, especially to countries whose languages Towson offers on the 
ƘƻƳŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ¢¦ {ǘǳŘȅ !ōǊƻŀŘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŀtegy. 
 

 

 
In line with the most common geographic areas where Towson University students study abroad, it is not 
surprising that all but one of the top five countries of destination for our students are located in the regions 
of Europe and Oceania.  The most popular country for TU students by a large margin is the United 
Kingdom ς the destination for 18% of all TU students going abroad in 2008-2009.  Just under 10% of TU 
students opted to study in Spain and another 10% in Australia.  Italy and Panama were close behind, 
rounding out the top five destinations for TU students going abroad this past year.  These countries 
represent locations in which TU Study Abroad administered TU-sponsored programs during this same 
timeframe. 
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TU Study Abroad Participation by Country 2008-2009 

Argentina 1 Korea 3 
Australia 36 Mexico 18 
Austria 1 Morocco 1 
Chile 1 Multiple Countries 24 
China 1 New Zealand 2 
Costa Rica 23 Panama 29 
Czech Republic 2 Peru 12 
Ecuador 1 Philippines 1 
Fiji 1 Poland 6 
France 20 Portugal 5 
Germany 5 Senegal 1 
Greece 12 South Africa 1 
Guatemala 1 Spain 36 
Hungary 2 Thailand 2 
India 1 United Kingdom 69 
Ireland 10 Venezuela 1 
Italy 29 Vietnam 6 
Japan 18 TOTAL 382 

 
 
Scholarship support for study abroad 
 
The additional cost of studying abroad continues to be one of the major obstacles for TU students.  The 
Study Abroad Office works hard to identify sources of funding for our students to help make this 
opportunity a reality.  During the 2008-2009 academic year the Study Abroad Office awarded $112,000 in 
TU study abroad scholarships to 150 undergraduate and graduate students.  These funds were 
contributed by the Study Abroad Office, Academic Affairs, and the College of Graduate Studies and 
Research. 
 
In addition, TU Study Abroad assisted students in securing an additional $40,236 in scholarship support 
from a number of outside agencies and program providers including the Maryland International Education 
Association, Freeman-ASIA, AustraLearn, the Institute for Study Abroad at Butler University, the American 
Institute for Foreign Study, and the Gilman and Boren Scholarships. 
 
 

B. Support initiatives that promote diversity 
 

The TU Study Abroad Office is committed to promoting ethnic, socioeconomic, and gender diversity in 
study abroad.  This is achieved through diversification of program options, outreach to underrepresented 
student populations through collaboration with other TU offices and departments across campus, and the 
encouragement of  integration of study abroad in the higher education curriculum allowing for a wide 
breadth of courses taught abroad to diversify and expand course options for students on the home campus. 
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In the upcoming 2009-2010 academic year, the Study Abroad Office is partnering with the Center for 
Student Diversity to offer a series of International Café nights.  These events will bring students from all 
facets of the TU community together to have coffee and conversation and share their international 
experiences while relaxing in a communal setting.  Two dates have been scheduled for each semester and 
are open to all TU students, faculty, and staff. 
 
Furthermore the TU Study Abroad Office has significantly expanded the events of International Education 
Week (IEW), which is sponsored jointly by the U.S. Departments of State and Education and is observed 
across the U.S. and in over 100 countries worldwide.  IEW is an opportunity for Towson students, faculty 
and staff to better understand and celebrate cultural differences and gain a new perspective on the world.  
In November 2008 a total of 10 IEW activities were planned by TU Study Abroad to celebrate 
international education and diversity, compared with just five events for IEW in 2007.  In 2009 it is 
anticipated the number of IEW activities will increase to 15, with a greater level of participation through 
collaboration with TU offices and departments across campus. 
 

 
C. Establish new partnerships 
 
The Study Abroad Office continues to actively seek out new partners overseas and in the U.S. to enhance 
our existing program offerings and meet the needs of our students.  This year, the Study Abroad Office 
established a new exchange with the University of the West Indies in St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago.  
Initiated by the TU Department of Biological Sciences, this relationship allows students in all academic 
disciplines to spend a semester or year in the Caribbean for the same price as TU tuition and fees. 
 
This past year three students served as pioneers as the first participants in an exchange between TU and 
Tokyo International University.  Additionally, the University signed a general memorandum of 
understanding in April 2009 with Sookmyung WomŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ {ŜƻǳƭΣ YƻǊŜŀΦ  Beginning in 2010 the 
TU UK Direct Program will expand to include a semester and year option at the University of Glasgow in 
Scotland. 
 
In 2008-2009 TU Study Abroad continued our collaboration with local institutions Goucher College, Loyola 
College, and the University of Maryland-Baltimore County to offer a reentry conference for returning study 
abroad students in the Baltimore area.  This event, held in February 2009, encouraged students to make 
personal and professional meaning of their experience abroad by obtaining information on how to market 
their international knowledge and skills in future career pursuits, seeking resources on continuing the 
international experience at home, and learning about options to return abroad after college.  A panel of 
experts representing careers in the U.S. government, international business, international education, and 
international development and non-profit work were on hand, as well as a representative discussing 
graduate school abroad. 
 
TU Study Abroad also conducted outreach in the fall semester to recruit non-TU students for TU-sponsored 
study abroad programs.  Staff participated in Study Abroad Fairs at Goucher College, the University of 
Maryland-College Park, the University of Maryland-Baltimore County, Salisbury University, and McDaniel 
College.  TU Study Abroad also teamed up with the University of Baltimore to promote study abroad 
opportunities to new students at UB. 
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D. Enhance development opportunities for faculty 

Faculty members play a pivotal role in the success of the study abroad program at TU.  This year, the Study 
Abroad Office initiated the designation of Departmental Study Abroad Representatives ς faculty members 
within each academic department who serve as contacts for questions about study abroad within their 
disciplines.  Representatives provide information and direct students and fellow faculty alike to 
international resources.   

TƘŜ άFaculty Friends of Study Abroad Network,έ started in 2007-2008, was expanded this past year to 
include additional faculty members and departments.  Now comprising over 40 faculty members, 
identifying key supporters of study abroad allows the Study Abroad Office to work together with academic 
departments across campus to provide TU students with the best resources to enhance their educational 
experience. 

In addition, 15 faculty members currently serve on the Faculty Committee on Study Abroad representing 
each TU academic college including the Honors College.  The Faculty Committee serves as an oversight and 
advisory body for the Study Abroad Office, helping to develop and implement academic policies and 
procedures related to study abroad and evaluate new program proposals. 

 

Faculty Committee on Study Abroad 
 

2008 ς 2009 

Committee Member Academic Department 

Jerry Bentley-Donnelly Department of Occupational Therapy and Occupational Science 

Jessica Braunstein Department of Kinesiology  

Thomas Casciero  Department of Theatre Arts  

Brian Fath  Department of Biological Sciences  

Michelle Manasse  Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice 

Allison McCartney  Department of Political Science/International Studies 

George McCool Department of Foreign Languages  

Erin Mountz  Honors College 

Sandy Nichols Department of Mass Communication and Communication Studies 

Jim Paulsen Department of Art  

Steven Phillips Department of History 

Douglas Ross Department of Management  

Rodney Stump Department of Marketing 

Timothy Sullivan Department of Economics  

Edyth Wheeler  Department of Early Childhood Education  

mailto:tcasciero@towson.edu
mailto:ejwheeler@towson.edu
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There is no doubt that faculty participation in study abroad is instrumental to encouraging and enabling TU 
students to complete a study abroad experience during their tenure at Towson University.  In 2008-2009, 
TU Study Abroad offered a total of 15 faculty-led study abroad programs including new programs to 
France, Portugal, Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand, and Poland.  In 2009-2010 we are pleased to offer 20 
faculty-led programs in collaboration with 15 TU academic departments.  
 
Towson University Short-Term Faculty-Led Study Abroad Programs  
 

Minimester and Summer 2009 

Program Program Director Academic Department 

Environmental Education and Service Learning in the 
Tropics, Costa Rica 

Sarah Haines Biological Sciences 

Biology and Culture of Marine Animals in France Jay Nelson Biological Sciences 

Tropical Field Ecology in Peru Harald Beck Biological Sciences 

Instruction and Assessment for English Language Learners, 
Portugal 

Gilda Martinez 
Educational Technology 
and Literacy 

WŀƴŜ !ǳǎǘŜƴΩǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ¦Y Carol Pippen English 

Spanish Language and Culture in Mexico Leticia Romo Foreign Languages 

Spanish Language and Culture in Panama Lea Ramsdell Foreign Languages 

Spanish Language and Culture in Spain 
Arantxa Alegre-
Gonzalez 

Foreign Languages 

Crete: Crossroads of Mediterranean Cultures, Greece Allaire Stallsmith History 

Interpretive Problems in History: The Vietnam War Robert Rook History 

Sport and Human Performance in Global Perspective, 
Australia and New Zealand  

Carrie Albright    
Jessica Braunstein 

Kinesiology 

International Business in Panama Bill Smith Management 

Corporate Communication in the UK Sandy Nichols 
Mass Communication 
and Communication 
Studies 

Health Professions in Mexico Sonia Lawson Occupational Therapy 

Special Topics in Theatre: The Grotowski Festival, Poland Stephen Nunns Theatre 

 
 
This past year the Study Abroad Office was able to facilitate program assessments overseas by a TU faculty 
member.  Professor Jan Baum, Department of Art, visited the Glasgow School of Art and the University of 
Dundee in Scotland ƛƴ Ŧŀƭƭ нллуΦ  tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ .ŀǳƳΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ informative insights and evaluative 
feedback on these programs and she has become a resource for art students wishing to study in Scotland in 
the future. 
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E. Develop the University Honors College to serve our most academically talented 
students 

During the 2008-2009 academic year the Study Abroad Office furthered collaborative efforts with the 
Honors College through study abroad events geared toward Honors College members.  Each semester the 
Study Abroad Office assists in promoting Honors College Study Abroad Alumni Presentations.  This 
monthly event allows students receiving Honors credit for their study abroad experience to talk about their 
international program with fellow students.  During the past academic year a total of 36 students earned 
Honors credit while overseas.  TU Study Abroad also provided administrative support for the Honors 
College Study Abroad Scholarship. 

TU Study Abroad and the Honors College encourage student participation in study abroad experiences from 
the start of their TU career.  In spring 2010 the Honors College, with logistical assistance from the Study 
Abroad Office, is planning a seminar on the topic of Latino Immigration and the U.S., part of which will 
entail a study trip to Cuernavaca, Mexico during the week of spring break (led by Dr. Colleen Ebacher in the 
Department of Foreign Languages).  It is hoped that in future terms Honors-focused study abroad program 
options will be expanded. 
 
 

F. Assess and continually improve the quality of services to students, faculty and staff 
throughout the University 
 

In June 2009 Towson University Study Abroad transitioned to a policy of utilizing approved άŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜέ 
programs from which students are required to select their study abroad options if not electing to 
participate in a TU-sponsored study abroad program.  These 17 affiliate organizations and 28 institutions 
(including the University System of Maryland and Colonial Academic Alliance institutions) have been 
identified based on their fit with the TU curriculum, the region/country in which they are located, their 
complement to existing TU and affiliate programs, as well as the experience and feedback received from 
students, faculty, and Study Abroad staff. 
 
The Study Abroad Office provides extensive assistance to TU students through professional advising, pre-
departure orientation sessions, and re-entry workshops.  The 2008-2009 academic year was the second 
year of the OfficeΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ Peer Advisor program, providing study abroad returnees the opportunity to 
gain experience working in the Study Abroad Office while helping to spread the word about the 
international opportunities available through Towson University. 
 
Another way in which TU Study Abroad strives to ensure quality programming and student satisfaction is to 
conduct continual assessments of existing and potential new programs.  This past year staff collectively 
evaluated TU and non-TU program sites in England, Scotland, France, Italy, and South Africa.  Maintaining 
and building upon our direct and affiliate partnerships allows us to stay current with program updates as 
well as guide us in developing new options that meet the changing needs of TU students. 
 
TU Study Abroad services also extend to TU faculty members.  The Study Abroad Office has developed 
detailed procedures to successfully guide faculty members in the development of new programs and 
offers two information sessions each year for prospective program faculty directors.  These expanded 
outreach efforts resulted in a record number of program proposals for the 2009-2010 academic year, many 
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from disciplines that had not been previously represented.  In addition, TU Study Abroad offers an 
orientation program designed specifically for faculty program leaders to assist them in managing their 
programs. 
 
 

How Do We Compare? 

Non-TU student participation in TU administered study abroad programs is a good indicator of the success 
of the TU Study Abroad Office.  Our top priority, however, is to increase study abroad participation by TU 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  Lƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¢¦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻǿǎƻƴΩǎ мл ǇŜŜǊ 
institutions, it is evident we are excelling but have some catching up to do in order to stand out among all 
peers for participation level in study abroad. 
 
Currently Towson sends over 12% of our student population abroad (calculated as a percentage of the 
graduating class).  As outlined in the chart below this figure compares quite favorably with the majority of 
our peers, making TU one of the top three institutions for sending students abroad in our peer group.  
Over half of similar institutions send less than 10% of their students abroad.  ¢¦Ωǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ increasing the 
percentage of students studying abroad in comparison with our peers is a challenge given the UniversityΩǎ 
increasing enrollment each year, however it is a goal that we feel is obtainable in the not so distant future 
with the support of the TU community and the importance placed on creating off-campus educational 
experiences to create global minded citizens. 
 
 
TU Study Abroad Participation in Comparison to Peer Institutions 

Institution City State 
Number of Study 

Abroad Students in 
2008-2009 

Percentage of 
Students Studying 

Abroad in 2008-2009 

Towson University Towson MD 382 12.4% 

Ball State University Muncie IN 820 25% 

California State University-
Sacramento 

Sacramento CA 250 8.2% 

East Carolina University Greenville NC 329 5.8% 

Eastern Michigan University Ypsilanti MI 130 3.6% 

James Madison University Harrisonburg VA 1,012 25.5% 

Portland State University Portland OR 656 10.6% 

University of Massachusetts-
Boston* 

Boston MA 88 4% 

University of North Carolina-
Charlotte 

Charlotte NC 450 8.9% 

University of Northern Iowa Cedar Falls IA 550 5% 

Western Kentucky University Bowling 
Green 

KY 364 8.7% 

 
           *Statistics from 2007-2008. 
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Conclusion 
 

The Towson University Study Abroad Office offers a variety of options for students wishing to add an 
international dimension to their education.  TU Study Abroad currently administers approximately 45 
Towson study abroad programs across more than 25 countries that range in length from one week to one 
year.  In addition, the Study Abroad Office works closely with a number of U.S.-based program providers to 
offer programs in every corner of the world.  Despite the tough economy, TU students continue to seek 
opportunities to expand their education in other countries. 
 
In the coming year TU Study Abroad will continue to focus its efforts and resources on program 
development, program evaluation, student advising, and student recruitment.  Together with support from 
the University as a whole, we will make progress toward our goal of increasing the number of students 
participating in a study abroad ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ¢¦Ωǎ standing within our peer group of 
higher education institutions. 
 


