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Mission

The Study Abroad Office at Towson University is dedicated to providing all Towson students with high
guality international academic opportunities that allow them to develop knowledge and skills needed to
become productre and successful members of the global commurftlaying a central role in the
internationalization of the undergraduate experience at the Univeydigwson Study Abroaghcourages

all students to study abroad at least @during their tenure at Towsoand provides the necessary
evaluative, advising, and support services to make that experience possible. The Office identifies quality
programs abroad which provide studeragall levels and disciplinesgith intellectual challenges as well as
opportunities forpersonal growth. Iworks with TU faculty, departments and colleges to develop new and
innovative study abroad programs, and to integrate the study abroad experience into the TU curriculum.

The Study Abroad Office is actively pursuing the Wolg action itemsas outlined inTU 2010 in support of
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A. Engage students in elampus educational experiences

B. Support intiatives that promote diversity

C. Establish new partnerships

D. Enhance developrmé opportunities for faculty

E. Develop the University Honors College to serve our raoatiemically talented students

F. Assess and continually improve the quality of services to students, facultstaffidthroughout the
University

A. Engage students in off-campus educational experiences

In 20@B-2009 the Study Abroad Office enabledtotal of507 undergraduate and graduate students from
Towson University and other colleges and universitiegain offcampus academic experiences through
studyoutside the Wited Sates. Non-Towson student participants came froivi different colleges and
universities across 11 states and Canada, including Johns Hopkins Universityorgan State University,
Indiana University, Dickinson Colle@®ston Universityand the Uniersity of Arizona.Of the 507 students
participating in TU Study Abro@&@% were undergraduate students. A total of 95% of TU students
studying abroadvere at the undergraduate level

¢ 2 g a 2vgraellatudg abroachumbers have dropped slightly in the gigwo years, in large part due to the
state of the economy. This trend is similar to the experience of other U.S. colleges and universities.
However, we are experiencing an increase in the number of studdatsing to participate imuU
administered stdy abroadprograns. On the wholeparticipation in study abroad by Towson students has
increased 125% since the 2000-2001 academic year. In addition, the number of on-TU students
participating in TowsokJniversityadministered study abroad programs hasreased 138% during that
time.
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This past year the Study Abroad Office haufed on identifyingexperiential learning program options

abroad, includingfeaturing internationalservicelearning and internship programs auar website.

Students who wish to incorporate a work experience for credit as part or all of their studies abroad will find
a variety of program options to choose from. TU Study Abroad staff atsicipated inthe TU Spring

Service Fair ifrebruary 2009highlighting serviceriented study abroad programs for academic credit.

The majority ofall students(TU and nofTU) going througiU Study Abroath 20082009patrticipated

during the spring semestewherebyTowson students tended to concentrate on shorter-term programs

during the summer and minimester terms (61%of all TU studentgoing abroadn 20082009). Thisfigure

is similar in scope to national trends that indicate over 55% of students studied abroad for durations of less
than 8 weeks in lengtin 20062007" (the most recent academic year for which national data is available)
most of whichtook placeduring the summer months.

Total Study Abroad Participation by Term 2008-2009

Summer ' ‘ 27%

Spring 1 30%

Minimester 1 28%

Fall r 1 15%

! Open Doors 2008: Report on International Educational Exchahgev York: Institute bInternational Education.
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TU Study Abroad Participation by Term 2008-2009
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The shortesterm programs in which TU students partiaip are largelynade up ofTU facultyled
programsg approximately45% of all Towson students going abroad in 2008-2009 elected to go on
programs designed and led by Towson faculty. Furthermore a ful68% of Towson students chose to
participate in Towson organized study abroad programs this past yeara number which TU Study Abroad
hopes to increase in the coming years.

Total Study Abroad Participation by Program Type
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TU Study Abroad Participation by Program Type 2008-2009
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The majority ofTowsonstudents studying abroadepresentthe College 6Liberal Artsand theCollege of
Fine Ars and Communication. National data indicates similar treaslstudents in the sciences and in
educationtend to study abroad in fewer number3he TU Study Abroad Office actively solicits stesrn
faculty-led program proposals from departments across the university and especially from disciplines
underrepresented in study abroad such as mathematics, education, and health sciences.

TU Study Abroad Participation by College 2008-2009

CHP 1 10%

M | 1 8%

COE | 1 10%

cBE | | 15%

aa | 30%
COFAC | 27%

Sudenta €hoiceof programdestinationsthroughTU Study Abroackefleds national trends, as67% of all
students going through TU Study Abroad and 62% of TU students chose to study abroad in Western

Europe, Australia or New Zealand in 20082009 (nationwide this figure was 63.1% in 20R607).

Converséy, the regionsof Africa Asia, and Latin Amerieae underepresented in study abroad
destinations(respectively thesareas hosted 4.2%, 10.3%, and 15% of U.S. study abroad students in 2006
2007).



Over the past severgearsthe TU Study Abroad Offibasfocused effortson increasingtudy abroad
participation in key underrepresenteateas The datahows thatour student participation rates are

higher than the national average in regions where Towson has its own programs or strong inter-

institutional agreements, such as in Latin America. / 2 Y G Ay dzAiy3 GKS RS@St 2LI¥Sy
abroadin underrepresentedlestinatiors, especially t@ountries whose languages Towson offers on the
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Total Study Abroad Participation by Region 2008-2009
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In line with the most commogeographic areaghere TowsonUniversitystudentsstudyabroad,it is not
surprising that all but one of the top five countries of destination for our studergdomatedin the regions
of Europe and Oceanidhe most popular country for TU students by a large margin is the United
Kingdom ¢ the destinationfor 18% of all TU students going abroad in 2@089. Just under 10% of TU
students opted to study in Spaand another 10%ni Australia. Italy and Panama meeclose behind,
rounding out the top five destinations for TU students going abroad this past year. dheseies
representlocationsin which TU Study Abroad administered-3jpbnsored programs durirtgis same
timeframe.



TU Study Abroad Participation by Country 2008-2009

Argentina 1 Korea 3
Australia 36 Mexico 18
Austria 1 Morocco 1
Chile 1 Multiple Countries 24
China 1 New Zealand 2
Costa Rica 23 Panama 29
Czech Republic 2 Peru 12
Ecuador 1 Philippines 1
Fiji 1 Poland 6
France 20 Portugal 5
Germany 5 Senegal 1
Greece 12 South Africa 1
Guatemala 1 Spain 36
Hungary 2 Thailand 2
India 1 United Kingdom 69
Ireland 10 Venezuela 1
Italy 29 Viethnam 6
Japan 18 TOTAL 382

Scholarship support for study abroad

The additional cost of studying abroad continues to be one of the major obstacles for TU students. The
Study Abroad Office works hard to identify sources of funding for our students to help make this
opportunity a reality. During the 208-2009 academic year th&tudy Abroad Office awardexd 12,000 in

TU study abroad scholarships to 150 undergraduate and graduate students. Thesefunds were
contributedby the Study Abroad Office, Academic Affairs, and the College of Graduate Studies and
Research.

In addition, TU Study Abroasisted students in securing an additiofé0,236 in scholarship support
from a number of outsidagencies and program providereludingthe Maryland International Education
AssociationFreemanrASIA Australearnthe Institute for Study Abroad at Butler Universitiye American
Institute for Foreign Studynd theGilman and Boren Scholarships.

B. Support initiatives that promote diversity

The TU Study Abroad Office is committed to promoétitnic, socioeconmic, and gender diversity in

study abroad.This is achieved througtiversificationof program optionsputreach to underrepresented

student populations through collaboration with other TU offices and departments across campus, and the
encouragenent of integration of study abroad irhe higher education curriculumlowing for a wide

breadth of courses taught abroad to diversify and expand course options for students on the home campus.



In theupcoming20092010 academic year, the Study Abroad Offggeartneringwith the Center for

Student Diversity to offer a series of International Café nights. These events will bring students from all
facets of the TU community together to have coffee and conversation and share their international
experiences whileelaxing in a communal setting. Two dates/e beerschedule for each semester and
are open to all TU students, faculty, and staff.

Furthermorethe TU Study Abroad Office has significantly expanded the eveirigeofiational Education
Week(IEW) whichis sponsored jointly by the U.S. Departmeot State and Education and ibserved
across the U.&nd in over 100 countries worldwidéEW is an opportunity for Towson students, faculty
and staff to better understand and celebrate cultural differenaad gain a new perspective dhe world.
In November 2008 a total of 10 IEW activities were planned by TU Study Abroad to celebrate

international education and diversity, compared with just five events for IEW2007. In 2009 it is
anticipated the numbeof IEWactivitieswill increase to 15, with greaterlevel ofparticipation tirough
collaboration withTU offices and departments across campus.

C. Establish new partnerships

The Study Abroad Office continues to activelgksaut new partners oversesand in the U.S. to enhance
our existing program offerings and meet the needs of our studentss yearthe Study Abroad Office
established a new exchangeth the University of the West Indies in Stiguistine, Trinidad and Tobago.
Initiated by the T Department of Biological Sciences, this relationship allows students in all academic
disciplines to spend a semester or year in the Cariblfieathe same price as TU tuitiand fees

This past yearhree students served as pioneexs the first partigpants in an exchange between TU and
Tokyo International UniversityAdditionally, the University signed a general memorandum of
understandingn April 2009with Sookmyung Wo8y Q& | Y A @S N& A Beyinning'in J0802hdzf >
TU UK Direct Program Wéixpand to include a semestandyear option at the University of Glasgow in
Scotland.

In 20082009TU Study Abroad continued our collaboration with local institutions Goucher College, Loyola
College, and the University of MarylaBaltimore Countyo offer a reentry conference fareturning study
abroad students in the Baltimomea This eventheld in February 200@ncouragel students to make
personal and professional meaning of their experience abroasblbgininginformation on how to market
their international knowledge and skills in future career pursigeekingresources on continuing the
international experience at home, arearning aboubptions to return abroad after collegeA panel of
expertsrepresentingcareers in theJ.S. governmentnternational business, international educati@nd
international development and noprofit work were on handas well as representative discussing
graduate school abroad.

TU Study Abroadlsoconducted outreach in the fall semester to recruit A@d studentsfor TUsponsored
study abroadprograms. Staff participated in Study Abroad Fairs at Goucher College, the University of
Maryland-College Park, the University of Maryland-Baltimore County, Salisbury University, and McDaniel
College. TU Study Abiadalso teamed up with thé&niversity of Baltimoréo promote studyabroad
opportunities to newstudentsat UB



D. Enhance development opportunities for faculty

Facultymembersplay apivotalrole in the success of the study abroad program at TUisyear,the Study
Abroad Officanitiated the designation of Departmeal Study Abroad Representativegaculty members
within each academic department who serve as contacts for questions about study abroad within their
disciplines. Representatives providéormation and direct students and fellow faculty alike to
international resources.

TK SFacalty Friends of Study Abroad Network,£ started in 20G-2008, was expandedhis past yeato
includeadditional facilty members and departmentdNow comprisingver 40 facultymembers
identifying keysupportersof study abroadallowsthe Study Abroadfficeto work togetherwith academic
departments across campus provide TUstudents with the best resources to enhanbeir educational
experience.

In addition,15 faculty members currently serve on the Faculty Committee on Study Abroad representing
each TU academic college including the Honors Coll€ge.Faculty Committee serves as an oversight and
advisory body for the Study Abroad Office, helping to devaluhimplement academic policies and
procedures related to study abroad and evaluate new program proposals.

Faculty Committee on Study Abroad

2008 ¢ 2009

Committee Member | Academic Department

JerryBentleyDonnelly| Department of Occupational Therapy a@dcupational Science

Jessicdraunstein

Department of Kinesiology

ThomasCasciero

Department of Theatre Arts

BrianFath

Department of Biological Sciences

MichelleManasse

Department of Sociogy, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice

AllisonMcCartney

Department of Political Science/International Studies

GeorgeMcCool Department of Foreign Languages

ErinMountz Honors College

SandyNichols Department of Mass Communication and CommunicaStundies
JimPaulsen Department of Art

StevenPhillips

Department of History

DouglasRoss

Department of Management

RodneyStump

Department of Marketing

TimothySullivan

Department of Economics

EdythWheeler

Department of Early Childhood Education

8



mailto:tcasciero@towson.edu
mailto:ejwheeler@towson.edu

There is no doubt that faculty participation in study abroad is instrumentehtmuragingand enablingrU
students tocompletea study abroad experience during their tenure at Towson Universit008-2009,
TU Study Abroad offered a total of 15 faculty-led study abroad programs includingnew programs to
France, Portugal, Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand, and Polarg0®-2010 we are pleased toffer 20
faculty-led programsn collaboration vith 15 TU academic departments.

Towson University Short-Term Faculty-Led Study Abroad Programs

Minimester and Summer 2009

Program

Program Director

Academic Department

Environmental Education and Service Learning in the

Tropics, Costa Rica Sarah Haing Biological Sciences
Biology and Culture of Marine Animals in France Jay Nelson Biological Sciences
Tropical Field Ecology in Peru Harald Beck Biological Sciences

Instruction and Assessment for English Language Lear
Portugal

Gilda Martinez

Educatonal Technology
and Literacy

WEYyS 1'dzZaGdgSyQa 9y3aflyRxE |}

Carol Pippen

English

Spanish Language and Culture in Mexico

Leticia Romo

Foreign Languages

Spanish Language and Culture in Panama Lea Ramsdell Foreign Bnguages
Spanish Language and Culture in Spain ér(;ar:lzt;?e?legre Foreign Languages
Crete: Crossroads of Mediterranean Cultures, Greece | Allaire Stallsmith History

Interpretive Problems in History: The Vietham War Robert Rook History

Sport a_nd Huma Performance in Global Perspective, Carri.e Albright | Kinesiology
Australia and New Zealand Jessica Braunstein

International Business in Panama Bill Smith Management

Corporate Communication in the UK

Sandy Nichols

Mass Communication
and Communication
Studies

Health Professions in Mexico

Sonia Lawson

Occupational Therapy

Special Topics in Theatre: The Grotowski Festaand

Stephen Nunns

Theatre

Thispastyear the Study Abroadffice wasable tofacilitate programassessmenteverseas by TU &aculty

member. Professordan BaumDepartment ofArt, visited the Glasgow School of Art and the University of
DundeeinScotlandy FFff wHnny® t NP TrnitigeNdsights dnd &valuaya & A (
feedback on these programs astie has beame a resource for art students wishing to study in Scotland in
the future.

LJ!



E. Develop the University Honors College to serve our most academically talented
students

During the 2008009academic yeathe Study Abroad Offickurthered mllaborative effortswith the

Honors Collegéhroughstudy abroad eventgearedtoward Honors Collegenembers Each semester the
Study Abroad Office assists in promottignors College Study Abroad Alumni Presentations. This

monthly eventallows students receivingators cralit for their study abroad experience to talk about their
international program wittfellow students. During the past academic year a total of 36 students earned
Honors credit whil@verseas TUStudy Abroadilso provided administrative support for thénors

College Study Abroad Scholarship.

TU Study Abroad and the Honors Collegeouragestudent participation in study abroad experiences from
the start of their TU careerIn spring 2010 thelonors Collegewith logistical assistance from the Study
Abroad Office s planning aseminar on the topic of Latino Immigration and the U.S., part of which will
entail a study trigo Cuernavaca, Mexicaudng the week of spring bregled by Dr. Colleen Ebacher in the
Department of Foreign Languaged)is hopedthat in future termsHonors-focused study abroad program
options will be expanded

F. Assess and continually improve the quality of services to students, faculty and staff
throughout the University

In June 2009 Towson University Study Abrtradsitionedto apolicyof utilizingapprovedd I F FAf A | (G S ¢
programs from which students are required to select their study abroad options if not electing to

participate in a Tképonsored study abroagrogram. Thesé7 affiliate organizations and 28 institutions

(including the University System of Maryland and Colonial Academic Alliance institintawed)een

identified based on their fit with the TU curriculum, the region/country in which they are loctted,
complement to existing TU and affiliate programsyad asthe experience and feedback received from
students, faculty, and Study Abroad staff

The Study Abroad Office provides extensive assistance to TU studemigh professionakhdvising, pre
departure orientation sessions, and-eatry workshops.The 2008-2009academic yeawas the second
year ofthe OfficeQ & & dz®€&xBAVEBGF pizigramprovidingstudy abroad returnees the opportunity to
gain experiencevorking in the Study Abroad Office whhelping tospread the word about the
internationalopportunities avadble through Towson University.

Another wayin whichTUStudy Abroad strive® ensure quality programming and student satisfaction is to
conductcontinualassessments axistingand potential new programsThis past year staff colkeely
evaluated TU and non-TU program sites in England, Scotland, France, Italy, and South Africa. Maintaining
and buildingupon our direct and affiliatgpartnershigs allows us to stay current wigirogram updatess

well asguide us irdevelopng new optionsthat meet thechangingneeds of TU students

TU Study Abroadesvices also extend to TU faculty members. The Study Abroad Office has developed
detailed procedures to successfullyide faculty members in the development of new programs and
offerstwo information sessionsach yeafor prospective program faculty directors. Thesganded
outreach efforts resulted in a record number of program proposals for th®-2000academic yearmany
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from disciplines that had not been previously representédaddition, TUStudy Abroadffers an
orientation program designed specifically for faculty program leaders to assist ih managing their
programs.

How Do We Compare?

NonTU student participation in TU administered study abrpasyrams is a goochdicator of the success

of the TU Study Abroad Office. Our top priority, however, is to increase study ghadadpation by TU
addzRSyiGao Ly O2YLI NAYy3 (GKS 20SNItf ydzYoSNI 2F ¢!
institutions, it is evidentve are excellingput have some catching up tadn order to stand out among all

peers for participation level in study abroad

CurrentlyTowson sends over 12% of our student population abroad (calculatedas a percentage of the
graduating class)Asoutlined in the chart below this figure compares quite favorably ik majority of

our peers makingTU one of the top three institutions for sending students abroad in our peer group.

Over half of similar institutions sendss than 10% of their studenddbroad. ¢ | Qa m|d&dading tAef
percentageof students studying abroad in comparison with our peeis thallenge givethe University a
increasingenrollment each year, however it is a goal that we feel is obtainable in the not so distant future
with the support of the TU community arnide importance placed on creating efmpus educational
experiences to create global minded citizens.

TU Study Abroad Participation in Comparison to Peer Institutions

Number of Study Percentage of
Institution City State | Abroad Studentsin | Students Studying
2008-2009 Abroad in 2008-2009
Towson University Towson MD 382 12.4%
Ball State University Muncie IN 820 25%
California State University Sacramento | CA 250 8.2%
Sacramento
East Carolina University Greenville NC 329 5.8%
Eastern Michigan University Ypsilanti Ml 130 3.6%
James Madison University Harrisonburg| VA 1,012 25.5%
Portland State University Portland OR 656 10.6%
University of Massachusetts Boston MA 88 4%
Bostort
University of North Carolira Charlotte NC 450 8.9%
Charlotte
University of Northern lowa Cedar Falls | IA 550 5%
Western Kentucky University | Bowling KY 364 8.7%
Green

* Statistics from 2002008.
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Conclusion

The Towson University Study Abroad Office oféevariety ofoptions br students wishing to add an
international dmension to their education. TU Study Abraadrently administer@pproximately45
Towsonstudy abroad programs across more than 25 countries that range in length from one week to one
year. In addition, thet8dy Abroad Office works closely with a number ogtbhased program providen®

offer programs in every corner of the worl@espite the tough economy, TU students continue to seek
opportunities to expand their education in other countries.

In the comng yearTUStudy Abroad will continue to focus its efforts and resources on program
development, program evaluation, student advising, and student recruitment. Together with support from
the University as a whe] we will make progress towaalr goal ofincreasing the number of students
participating in a studgbroadS E LIS NA Sy OS | y R T szhdling ®itkih duivpeal@ddpof 3 ¢ |
higher education institutions.
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